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CITY OF WEWA FINALLY GETS
NEW CONTRACTOR TO FINISH THE
FIRE STATION

- b

Photo by Tom Wynn

During the June city meeting the Mayor and the City
Commission discussed the New Contractor named,
Monolith Construction LLC, who are eager to start
construction/repairs on the city’s new Fire Station.

They started the deconstruction of the molding wooden
structures inside the building on Monday the 1% of July.
Josh, one of the workers on scene, stated that they are
excited they are going to finish the building and make
the city of Wewa whole again.

(Story Continues on page 3).

TWO CITY COMMISSIONERS WILL

STAY ON BOARD
by Tom Wynn

Mr. Ralph Fisher and Mr. Brian Cox will remain on the
City Board, as they had no one to run against them for
the positions. Thank you both for your service to our
community.

WEWA CELEBRATES THE 4% of JULY
by Tom Wynn

As of July, the 4™ the United States will be 248 years
old. It was on this day, the 4™ that 13 colonies ratified
the Declaration of Independence and proclaimed
themselves free of British rule. Thanks to The Most
High we became a free people. On our Coins we read,
“In God We Trust!”

Photo by Tom Wynn

TUPELO HONEY FESTIVAL WAS A

SUCCESS IN SPITE OF THE RAIN
by Tom Wynn

The local Beekeepers of the Tupelo Honey fame sold a
ton of Honey and other products despite the on and off
again rain showers. Fun was had by all that stayed for
the festival and the honey tasting contest. Thank you
all for coming and thank you City Workers of
Wewabhitchka, who made it possible for us to enjoy our
lovely city park, once again.
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GFWC WEWAHITCHKA WOMAN’S CLUB
PRESENTS

poraex Ty
[ Meet The Candidates

A Gulf County Public Forum
Thursday, August 1st, 2024
6:00 PM Central Time 7:00 PM Eastern Time
Honeyville Community Center

The GFWC Wewahitehka Woman's Club is pleased to present

"Meet The Candidates," an engaging and informative event designed to

foster community involvement and civic awareness. This gathering offers
residents a unique opportunity to hear directly (rom candidates running for

local office, ask pertinent questions, and gain valuable insights into their
platforms and visions for the county. By facilitating this dialogue, the

GEWC Wevwahitchka Woman's Club aims to empower voters with the
\ knowledge they need to make informed decisions at the pols. Join us for an

g

\

* evening of meaningful conversations and community engagement, as we
\ work together to shape the future of Gulf County.

| (O ) |

WEWAHITCHKA

\ /" V..
A N
N O

"Discovering Wewahitchka: A Glimpse into Gulf
County's Charming City
by Tom Wynn

Tucked in the North parts of Gulf County, Florida, lies
the picturesque city of Wewabhitchka, affectionately
known as "Wewa" by its residents. This small yet
vibrant community boasts a rich history intertwined
with the natural beauty of its surroundings and the
warmth of its people. Let's take a closer look at what
makes Wewahitchka a beloved destination for locals
and visitors alike.

Historical Roots and Cultural Heritage

Wewa’s history dates to its establishment (1875
became a city) as a hub for the timber and turpentine
industries in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
These industries played a pivotal role in shaping the
local economy and community life, leaving an

indelible mark on Wewahitchka's identity. The city's
heritage is reflected in its architecture, traditions, and
the resilience of its residents through generations.

Local Governance and Leadership

At the helm of Wewahitchka's governance is Mayor
Phillip Gaskin today, supported by dedicated city
commissioners Ralph Fisher, Charles Pettis, Johnnie
Paul, and Brian Cox. Together, they oversee the city's
development, ensuring that Wewahitchka remains a
safe, welcoming, and cohesive community for all. The
city is managed day-to-day by Mr. Michael Gortman,
a U.S. veteran.

Community and Lifestyle

Wewabhitchka prides itself on its close-knit community
spirit and the array of activities it offers. Residents and
visitors alike can enjoy the serene beauty of the nearby
Dead Lakes, a popular spot for fishing and outdoor
enthusiasts. The city also hosts various local events and
gatherings that celebrate its cultural heritage and foster
community bonds.

City Offices and Contact Information

For those looking to engage with the city's
administration or seek information, the Wewahitchka
city offices are conveniently located at 211 FL-71,
Wewahitchka, FLL 32465. This central hub serves as a
resource for residents and visitors alike, reflecting the
city's commitment to accessible governance and
community service.

Wewahitchka stands as a testament to Gulf County's
charm and resilience. From its historical roots in the
timber industry to its vibrant community life and
natural beauty, Wewahitchka offers a unique blend of
tradition and modernity. Whether you're exploring its
historical landmarks, enjoying its natural wonders, or
connecting with its friendly residents, Wewahitchka
welcomes you with open arms to experience the heart
and soul of Gulf County.

For those curious to learn more or planning a visit,
Wewahitchka promises a delightful journey through
history, community, and natural splendor." TW

2 Corinthians 5:17



THE 4™ OF JULY A TIME TO CELEBRATE!
Grandpa Tom Wynn

On the 4th of July we cheer,

Remembering our forefathers without fear.
In Wewahitchka's city fair,

By Lake Alice Park, fireworks flare.

As we encircle Lake Alice's edge,

Our eyes feast on the celebration with flare.
Long ago our forefathers stood tall and strong,
Against tyranny, they did not belong.

Their courage near the water's edge,
Echoes through history's pledge.

They fought for freedom, brave and true,
Risking all they had to do.

Their legacy lights up the night,

As sparks dance on water bright.

With fireworks bright and flags unfurled,
We honor those who shaped our world.

In Wewa's skies, a proud display,
Celebrating freedom on this special day.
God bless America, land so grand,

Home of the brave and the free, we stand.

UPDATE ON THE WEWA NEWS
by Tom Wynn

My family and I have decided we will make it a
periodical Good News Newspaper and continue to do
our best to give you Wewa events and happenings.
Traveling and health issues have made it very hard for
a monthly newspaper at this time, so I decided to do
The Wewa News periodically until further notice. I
just returned from Wales and England to see my
Ancestors Castle in Wales. Just a beautiful place to

visit and explore. We need to enjoy life today, if
possible because we do not know what tomorrow will
bring. The end may be here sooner than we think, so
make the most of your time with family and friends.
Love Wewa, Love Florida, and Love America! There
is no better place, that is why an estimate of 30 million
people have crossed our borders illegally. TW

GULF COUNTY CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
IN 2025-ALL EFFORTS ARE COMING
TOGETHER!

by Tom Wynn

) ﬁ In 2025, Gulf County
y and the OId Court
House in Wewa will
be one hundred years
old. It is time for Gulf
County Florida to
celebrate these events
next year. The Friends
of the Library and The Wewahitchka Historical
Society, as well as other local groups are coming to
gathers to make it a great time in Gulf County and its
local history. Historical photographs, high school
yearbooks, and artifacts, as part of the 2025 Gulf
County Centennial Celebration, bring them into the
Wewa Library. If you have any old photos and
information, please contact their members, and let us
include what you have to offer to add to the joy and fun
of celebration of our heritage.

Wewabhitchka Historical Society is working hard to
preserve our local and Florida history before progress
destroys it. Know history or you are bound to repeat it.
T™W

Firehouse Story Continues from Page 1-The city of
Wewahitchka has taken significant steps towards
enhancing its emergency services with the award of a
new contract for the local firehouse. Monolith
Construction LLC has successfully secured the
contract to oversee crucial repairs and complete
pending construction work at the new firehouse
facility. Following a rigorous bidding process, they
emerged as the preferred choice, with plans to
commence operations as early as July 1%,

Mayor Phillip Gaskin and City Commissioner Mr.
Ralph Fisher will keep a watchful eye over the project.
A worker at the site commented, highlighting the
team's readiness to begin work swiftly. The project



timeline is set to prioritize efficiency, aiming for a
prompt completion, subject to weather conditions, of
course, we seem to be in a rainy season with possible
hurricanes looming in the Gulf.

One of the workers on the project remarked, while |
was taking a quick photograph, underscored the initial
enthusiasm and dedication of the contractors’ team
involved.

The reconstruction of the firehouse aims to restore a
facility crucial for housing our costly fire trucks and
equipment, which lost their house of protection, when
it was damaged by Hurricane Michael in October 2018.
It has been a time of literal trials and tribulations for
our community, to finally see work on the new
firehouse start up again.

The community is eagerly anticipating the
revitalization of the firehouse, emphasizing the
importance of timely repairs and expressing hopes for
the safety of all involved. This initiative reflects
Wewahitchka's commitment to bolstering local
emergency response capabilities and ensuring the

firehouse continues to serve the community effectively.

Stay updated as the new contractor embarks on this
critical endeavor to rejuvenate the Wewahitchka
firehouse, reinforcing its pivotal role in safeguarding
the community for years to come.” TW

HISTORICAL PERIODICALS BY TOM WYNN
Look for two Historical Periodicals for the
Wewahitchka Historical Society and Friends of The
Library are on sell at the Wewa Library. So, look for
them and pick up a copy for a donation of $5.00 each.
Please contact the library to share historical
information for the centennial or The Wewahitchka
Historical Society. TW

IN CASE YOU DIDN’T KNOW...you are reading a
free local newspaper, which exercises any and all rights
given by The Most High and supported by the community
we call, these United States of America, The United States
Inc., The U.S. Constitution and the three bodies of
government in their various institutions as protectors of our
rights and privileges of “We The People”. We all stand in
unity to protect one another from domestic and foreign
governments and individuals that may infringe upon our
eternal rights as children of The Most High, as contractually
given by the author of, “The Holy Bible.”-The Editor

RAMSEY’S PRINTING & OFFICE
PRODUCTS

“We Serve the Entire County! Come down and see
our in-house products & services.”
We Can Do- LOGO CREATION-PRINTING-
COPYING & MUCH MORE. Give us a call at our
Office 850-227-7468

We are located @ 209 Reid Ave. in Port St. Joe
KEEP YOUR MONEY LOCAL! WE ARE HERE TO SERVE YOU!

MAYHANN’S USED CARS

Open 8 to 5 CST

Call (850) 639-5810/(850) 819-1136.

We have trucks and cars just waiting for you to come
see. Let's make a deal today! Located right next
door to Dixie Dandy on the lake on Highway 22, just
before the light. “Come check out our lot, plum full
of nice rides.”

DOMINO'S
Paint & Body

HOURS OF OPERATION
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY
8 AMto 4 PM
(850) 340-0953
MV-95178 Email us at:
dominod26@gmail.com

risenshinewewa.com

COMFORTER FUNERAL HOME

JARED “TATER” WHITEHEAD OWNER/LFD
601 Long Ave. Port St. Joe, Florida 32456
“If you need us, call us, we are here to help!”
Call 850-227-1818
ComforterFH@gmail.com
www.ComforterFuneralHome.com

Jeremiah 24:7
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Books & Gifts ,

850-229-9277

LOCATED AT 325 REID AVENUE
PORT ST. JOE, FLORIDA 32456
GET YOUR COPY OF TOM WYNN’S LATEST BOOK “THE
RESCUE OF A LIFETIME” AS WELL AS SEVERAL OTHER
LOCAL WRITERS.

Please pray for Wewa and Gulf County, love
and pray for those that are our leaders in
government and pray for those in need or in
local hospitals in our area. Love U Wewa!

HIGHWAY 22 STORAGE

P.O. Box 182, Wewahitchka, Florida
IN GOD WE TRUST!
Betty Cleckley 850-227-8384
Cleckley Enterprises, LLC
Real Estate

IF you were put on trial for being a Christian,
would there be enough evidence to find you guilty?

BIBLE STUDY TOOLS

If you are interested in using Bible study tools

online for free, check this website out:
www.esb.bible
THE WEWA LIBRARY
The History of Our Modern
Local Library
by Joyelle Linton
Exciting news for the

Wewahitchka Public Library!
During the month of May, our
library began opening on
Saturdays from 9:00-1:00 CT. Our goal is to serve
those in the community that are unable to visit
during the work week. In August, we plan to begin
children’s programming three weeks a month on
Saturdays. More information will be available
soon. Please note that on August 5™ the library
will begin closing on Mondays at 1:00 to
compensate for the Saturday hours.

In preparation for Gulf County’s Centennial, we
are requesting the community’s help in obtaining
photographs that represent our local area, such
as businesses, industry, community events,
etc. We will schedule an appointment to scan
your photos and return them to you at that
appointment. Your photos may be used in a photo
exhibit which will be displayed at the library. If
you have any photographs that you would like to
share with us, please contact us at the number
below.

Our current hours of operation are Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 9:00-5:00 CT and
Saturday 9:00-1:00 CT. Please visit our website
at www.NWRLS.com, follow up on Facebook, or
call us at (850) 639-2419.

North Gulf
APIARIES

home of

BLUE-EYED GIRL

TUPELO HONEY
(850)-628-9504
Blue-eyedgirlhoney.com
northgultapiaries@gmail.com
150 Harrision Drive, Wewa Fl. 32465

BUILDING

Sales
850-481-0855

wewaportablebuildings@gmail.com
N o

John 1:12-13
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“Tupelo Radio Group”
COME JOIN US!

In case you didn’t know: “The
Tupelo Radio Group” is
making a GMRS Radio
network, where the repeaters are
to be located has yet to be
determined. We had a group meeting on Tuesday July the
2" All our members who showed up had their radios tuned
so all could hear each other. We discussed adding more
equipment to our locations in the near future. We are doing
regular testing on Sunday afternoons at 4pm to track our
progress. We are looking for some Ham Operators in the
Wewa area to join us. [f anyone is interested in joining the
group, please contact: Mr. Dudley Balmer at: 317-379-
1644. (Radioddity email address: www.radioddity.com)

NEED A GOOD MOW MAN? CALL

WILLIAM & CAROL LINDSEY @
(850) 814-4930

MILLER’S

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
“Your Local AC Company”

(850) 639-3319 812 Hwy 22
WEWA Florida
“For all your Air Conditioning needs!”
“WE DO OUR BEST TO KEEP YOU
COoOoL”

HEY VETS, NEED HELP WITH YOUR VA
CLAIMS? CONTACT: Ms. Lynn Lanier, Gulf Co.
Veterans Reps, at 850-229-6125. Leave a message
and she will return your call. VETERANS
DISCOUNTS:
https://parade.com/951071/jessicasager/military-discounts|

HEAVEN SENT

A 501C3 NONPROFIT “A Thrift Store Full of Love”
Help Us Help Others — Janet Wood
Located at 515 Hwy 71 North in Wewa
Come check us out! (Isaiah 61:11)

We are, ‘Gracefully Amazing’ - (850) 294-7839

SUBWAY

COME DINE WITH US!
We are located at 507 South Hwy 71
in Wewa Open: 7:30am to 9:00pm daily Call
(850) 639-4100
Dine in or pick up at our Drive-up Window
Bring your Family!

Get yours while they last! Contact the Wewahitchka
Historical Society to buy your new Afghan with rare photos
of Old Wewa. Contract Mrs. Ann Johnson

THE WEWA HISTORICAL Society (850) 867-5970

GASKIN-GRADDY INSURANCE

AGENCY, INC.
An Independent Agent — 156 N. Second Street
Wewahitchka F1. 32465 Call or come in 850-
639-5077 Serving the Panhandle Since 1931

SMILEY HONEY Co.

[e——
e

T
163 Bozeman Circle
Wewabhitchka, Florida 32465
Give us a Call! We have Tupelo Honey and many
other varieties of Honey. Check us out online:
Website: www.smileyhoney.com

Email: infor@smileyhoney.com

JUST ANOTE FROM GRANDPA TOM

“Love where you live, I dare you, and see what
happens!”


http://www.radioddity.com/
https://parade.com/951071/jessicasager/military-discounts
http://www.smileyhoney.com/
mailto:infor@smileyhoney.com

Exploring the Legacy of Buckhorn:

A Journey through History
by Tom Wynn

Buckhorn, a ghost town nestled near Wewahitchka,
Florida, holds a rich history deeply intertwined with
the lumber and turpentine industries that thrived from
the late 1800s to the mid-1900s. This small community
was once a bustling hub, driven by economic activities
that provided livelihoods for its residents.

Economic Dependency and Company Store
Central to Buckhorn's existence was its company store,
where workers received wages in the form of company
script, redeemable only at the store. This system
created a cycle of economic dependency, as the high
prices in the store further solidified residents' reliance
on the company for their basic needs. The store also
served as a social center where residents exchanged
news and community affairs.

Shotgun Houses and Community Life

Shotgun houses characterized Buckhorn's residential
landscape,  featuring  narrow, one-room-wide
structures. These homes provided practical
accommodation for employees and their families,
situated conveniently close to their workplaces in the
lumber and turpentine industries. The modest design of
shotgun houses reflected the utilitarian lifestyle of the
era.

Educational and Cultural Hub: Buckhorn School
The Buckhorn School played a pivotal role in the
community, serving as an educational center for local
children. As industries declined, leading to the gradual
depopulation of Buckhorn, the school became the last
remaining structure from the town's heyday. It was
eventually sold, relocated, and painted deep blue to
commemorate its historical significance.

Landmarks and Historical Sites
Buckhorn boasted several landmarks that underscore
its historical and cultural heritage. An artisan well
near Highway 71 and Kate Glass Road served as a
vital resource for travelers, offering water for horses
and families passing through the area. This well

symbolized Buckhorn's hospitality and
resourcefulness in a time when infrastructure was
scarce.

Mr. Tony Werden and Local Lore
Tony Werden, a longtime resident of Buckhorn, and a
military veteran was a storyteller who recounted tales
of the town's vibrant past. His narratives often
included vivid descriptions of horse and buggy rides
to nearby towns like Port St. Joe and Blountstown,
highlighting the challenges and adventures of early
travel in rural Florida.

Buckhorn Cemetery and Community Continuity
In 1995, the city of Wewahitchka purchased a 2-acre
tract of land from Judge David Taunton to establish
Buckhorn Cemetery. City manager Mr. Minchew
projected the cemetery to serve the community for the
next 500 years, solidifying its importance as a cultural
and historical site for future generations.

Legacy and Modern Perspective
Today, Buckhorn continues to evolve as a picturesque area in
North Gulf County. Its legacy serves as a testament to the

resilience and community spirit of its past residents, whose lives

were deeply intertwined with the fortunes of the lumber and

turpentine industries. The preservation of Buckhorn's history
reminds us of the challenges and triumphs faced by early settlers

and workers in rural Florida.

Located at the corner of Chipola Ave. and 2™

Street, Wewa, Florida Monday thru Friday 6am-

2pm Saturday 8am-1pm. We are here to serve you

the best meal replacement shakes and energy teas.

We also have Iced Coffee, come see! Find us on
Facebook and Instagram.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BIBLICAL KNOWLEDGE,
HERE IS A GREAT YOUTUBE YOU WILL ENJOY:
MESSIAH:2030

I highly recommend it to watch and share. It was well done
and is based on a book written in 2002. Check it out!

Notice:
Correction: In the last issue of the Wewa News, |
wrote that Mrs. Dorothy Griffin was married to Corn
(John) Griffin Sr., she was married to his son John

Giffin Jr. Sorry for the error, I was miss informed.
™

Joshua 1:9



A Call for Local Eateries: Preserving Community,
Stories and Bonding with Neighbors
by Tom Wynn

In the heart of Wewa, there's a yearning for the return
of local eateries, where legends like Mr. Charles
Mayhann, Daddy Doc, Gene Hanlon, Jamie Lester,
BoJohn Lester, Jerry Gaskin, Junior Strange, and
countless others, along with their beloved ladies, once
gathered to share tales of beekeeping, moonshiners,
fishing adventures, and wartime heroics. These
eateries were not just places to eat; they were the soul
of our community, where stories were woven into the
fabric of our lives.

As memories of the old St. Joe Paper mill and Panama
Mill fades away, the stories shared by bankers, farmers,
beekeepers, off-duty deputies, state troopers, judges,
and other politicians become more precious. Time
seemed to stand still as laughter filled the air, and the
camaraderie among patrons and staff alike created an
unbreakable bond.

"Have we lost that today?" | ask. "Have we lost the
love we had for one another, that special bond? Frankly,
folks, I want it back, and I know many others do t0o."

The warmth of those gatherings, where waitresses and
cooks would join patrons after closing time to swap
stories, is sorely missed. It was a time when the
community came together, sharing in each other's
triumphs and hardships.

We love Wewa and the people that make it Wewa daily.
We have the greatest love and respect for those who
have gone home to the Lord. Someday, | hope we have
a great family reunion with all of you.

Reflecting on the past, | feel good because | saw the
day when many were gone, so | let them know I loved
them while they were living, and they assured me they
loved me too. That is what we live for, to love one
another, and living with that knowledge makes the day
better. We are not going; we are coming into a new
light, which will be everlasting! We will see one
another again.

As Wewa looks toward the future, there's a deep
longing for the revival of local eateries, where stories
can once again be shared, bonds strengthened, and the
spirit of community reignited. It's not just about food;
it's about preserving our history and fostering

connections that last a lifetime.

Let us hold onto the memories of the past while
working towards a future where the laughter and
camaraderie of our beloved community eateries can
once again fill our hearts and souls.

Together, let us pray for the day when we can gather
again, share a meal, and relive the stories that define us
as a community.

Love today, as if tomorrow may not come; it will bring
peace to your soul as you lay down your head, and "roll
over and close those baby blues, you will fall asleep,"
as my father would say to me as a little boy. TW

Exploring the Enigmatic Alligators of North
Florida's Famous Dead Lakes
by Tom Wynn
In the heart of the Famous Dead Lakes, nestled in the
serene landscapes of North Florida, resides a
fascinating creature who has captured the imagination
of locals for years, Alford the Alligator. Capturing the
essence of these creatures and the natural beauty of our
surroundings, Tom Wynn brings to life Alford,
symbolizing the very real and often peaceful yet
potentially dangerous creatures that inhabit our local
waterways and lakes. Let's delve deeper into the world
of these magnificent reptiles, their habitat, habits, and
why it's crucial to respect their presence.

Living Quarters: Alford, like many alligators in the
area, calls the murky waters and cypress swamps of the
Famous Dead Lakes his home. These tranquil yet eerie
waters provide the perfect environment for these
creatures to thrive. Gliding silently through the shallow
waters or basking in the sun on muddy banks, they are
a symbol of the untouched beauty of our local
ecosystems.

Eating Habits: Alligators, including those in the Dead
Lakes, are apex predators. They primarily dine on fish,
turtles, birds, and even smaller alligators. With their
powerful jaws and razor-sharp teeth, they can take
down prey much larger than themselves. With a brain
the size of a walnut, they are efficient eating machines.

Ecosystem Impact: Despite their fearsome reputation,
alligators play a vital role in shaping their environment.
Their feeding and nesting behaviors help create pools
and clearings in the area, providing spaces for fish and
other creatures to live in and mate. These pools become
crucial habitats for a diverse range of wildlife,
contributing to the overall health of the ecosystem.



Social Behavior: Alligators are mostly solitary
creatures, spending their days patrolling their
territories. However, during mating season, they
become more social, with males bellowing to attract
females. Despite their solitary nature, they contribute
to the balance of the ecosystem by maintaining the
populations of prey species.

Dangers and Precautions: While alligators may seem
like gentle giants from afar, it's crucial to remember
that they are wild animals and can be very dangerous
if provoked or threatened. With powerful jaws and
surprising agility, they are formidable predators. If
encountered in the wild, it's best to keep a safe distance
and not to feed or approach them.

Remember "Old Joe" of Wakulla Springs fame? He
was a legendary alligator, known for his massive size.
He bit off a small portion of his own tail, losing his
length record. Unfortunately, he met a tragic end when
a hunter mistook him for a regular gator and shot him
between the eyes. Despite his demise, Old Joe's legacy
lives on at the Wakulla Springs Lodge, where his
stuffed remains are displayed, attracting visitors from
far and wide.

Local Pride: With Honey Bees and Alligators as our
local mascots, Wewahitchkians embrace the natural
beauty they live in and near, giving our Creator
continued credit for the wonderful environment we live
amongst.

Alford the Alligator represents the beauty and mystery
of the Famous Dead Lakes ecosystem. While he may
be fictional, brought to life by Tom Wynn, real
alligators like him deserve our respect and protection.
By learning about and appreciating these magnificent
animals, we can ensure their preservation and the
health of our local environments for generations to
come.

Copyright Notice: “Alford the Alligator” of Wewa is
a copyrighted and Trademarked name. Tom Wynn Jr.
Jan.1995.

MicaH HENDERSON

INSURANCE & RETIREMENT PLANNING

LIFE HEALTH
MEDICARE

HOMEOWNERS
LONG TERM CARE ANNUITIES
CELL 8503595989 8503784480 FAX

MICAH@HIGHLANDFINANCEFL.COM
WWW.HIGHLAND.FINANCE

26 States That Were Named By Native Americans:
1. Alabama

Named after the Alibamu tribe of Indians who were
members of the Creek Confederacy. Literally, it
means “clears the thicket.”

2. Alaska

From the word “Alakshak’ which means peninsula.
3. Arizona

This one’s uncertain but may derive from a word
meaning “small springs.”

4. Connecticut

From the expression “quinnitukg-ut” which means
“at the long tidal river.”

5. Hawaii

From the words “Havaiki” or “Hawaiki,” which was
the legendary name of the original Polynesian
homeland.

6. Idaho

Derived from one of three sources and meaning
one of three things:

Comanche “Idahi”

Shoshone “ee-dah-how” which means something
like “Good Morning”

Salmon River Tribe of Indians “Ida” means salmon
and "ho" means tribe so we might be saying
“Salmon eaters”.

7. lllinois

From “ilhiniwek” or “illiniwek”. “lllini” meant “man”
and “iwek” makes the word plural, so, literally,

8. lowa

Named after the loway Indians.

9. Kansas

Named after the Kansa Indians.

10. Kentucky

Means one of three things: meadow lands, cane
and turkey lands, or dark and bloody ground.

11. Massachusetts

An Indian word meaning “about the big hill.”

12. Michigan

From the Chippewa Indian word “Michigama”
meaning “large lake.”

13. Minnesota

From the Dakota Indian word “Minisota” meaning
“white water.”



14. Mississippi

From the Choctaw word meaning “Great water” or
“Father of Waters."

15. Missouri

"Town of the large canoes.”

16. Nebraska

From the Oto Indian word meaning “flat water.”
17. New Mexico

Named after Mexico, of course. Means “place of
the Mexica.” One source says that it's derived from
the name “Mertili” who was an Aztec god.

18. Ohio

From the Iroquois word meaning “beautiful.”

19. Oklahoma

From the Chocraw word meaning “red people.”

20 and 21. South and North Dakota

This used to all simply be called the Dakota
Territory. The Indian word “Dahkota” means
“friends” or “allies”.

22. Tennessee

From the Cherokee “Tanasi” which was a village.
The word means one of three things: “meeting
place”, "winding river”, or “river of the great bend".
23. Texas

A Caddo Indian word meaning “allies.”

24. Utah

Derived from the Ute Indian word “Yuta” meaning
“people who live high in the mountains.”

25. Wisconsin

From the word “Wishkonsing” meaning “place of
the beaver.”

26. Wyoming

"On the Great Plain.”

Chanlie Pettis

Pest Services
- "Ihe Bug Man

(Certified Pest.C

ol Operator)

(850) 381-2942

P.O. Box 1205 W
charlie@m

John 14:1

chka, FL. 32465 &
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Ensuring Safety in Pool and Lake
Swimming: Tips
by Tom Wynn

Swimming in pools and lakes offers delightful relief
on hot days, but safety must remain paramount to
prevent accidents. Here are essential guidelines for
safe swimming, whether you're at a pool or in a lake.

Pool Safety Tips: Supervision: Always swim under
lifeguard supervision or with a responsible adult
present.

Swimming SKkills: Learn to swim proficiently to
enhance water safety and confidence.

Adhere to Rules: Follow pool rules diligently to
ensure safety for yourself and others.

Watch Your Step: Walk, don't run, on pool decks to
prevent slips and falls.

Emergency Preparedness: Keep a cell phone or
handheld radio in a waterproof bag for emergencies.
Include emergency numbers for quick access.
Check Depths: Verify water depths before diving to
avoid injuries.

Stay Hydrated: Drink water regularly, especially in
hot weather.

Lake Swimming Safety Tips:

Designated Areas: Swim only in designated
swimming zones where water quality is monitored.
Buddy System: Always swim with a buddy to watch
out for each other.

Water Conditions: Check for currents, underwater
obstacles, and water temperature.

Life Jackets: Wear a properly fitted life jacket if
needed, especially in unfamiliar waters.

Wildlife Awareness: Be cautious of wildlife and
avoid risky areas.

Sun Protection: Apply sunscreen, reapply as needed.
CPR Knowledge: Learn CPR for emergencies.
Contact Mrs. Ann Johnson for local CPR classes.
Alligator Safety Tips:

No Solo Swims: Always swim with others, and keep
a close watch on pets.

Visual Monitoring: Maintain constant vigilance over
anyone near the water.

Time Considerations: Avoid dawn and dusk swims,
when alligator activity peaks.

Respect Warnings: Obey posted alligator warnings.
Feeding Prohibition: Never feed alligators.

Safe Distances: Maintain at least 20 feet from water's
edge where alligators might lurk.



Emergency Plans: Know how to respond calmly if
encountering an alligator unexpectedly. For those
interested in CPR training, contact Mrs. Ann Johnson,
who offers periodic CPR classes locally.

Emergency Contacts:

US Coast Guard 1-800-24 WATCH or call 911.
Wewahitchka Search and Rescue Services: call 911

By adhering to these guidelines and being prepared
with CPR training, you can enjoy swimming safely in
pools and lakes, respecting natural environments and
potential hazards alike. Remember, vigilance and
preparedness are key to a worry-free aquatic
experience. TW

Wewa RV Park & Trading Post

Dry Old Growth Cypress

Slabs for Sale
| buy Cypress -See Bob Sutton

(850) 639-5721

TAUNTON FAMILY

HOME

For Sponsorship Opportunities Call
Diana Taunton Miller 850-819-0451

City Commission Discusses the Wewahitchka
Senior Citizen Center Finances and Support
By Tom Wynn

In the June city meeting, Mr. Eddie Field and the
Wewahitchka City Commission dedicated a substantial
amount of time to addressing critical issues
surrounding the Wewahitchka Senior Citizen Center.
The discussions primarily focused on financial
concerns and operational improvements aimed at
benefiting the center and its community.

One of the main topics of deliberation was the urgent
need for building repairs. The Commission agreed
unanimously to pursue further investigation into the
necessary repairs, emphasizing the importance of
maintaining a safe and functional environment for the
elders who use the center.

Additionally, there was considerable interest from the
Commission regarding the leadership structure of the
Wewahitchka Senior Citizen Center and its interaction
with county and state systems. Members sought clarity
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on how these governmental relationships could be
leveraged to better support the center's operations and
residents.

Mr. Gene Hanlon, a Senior Center Board member
representing Wewabhitchka, actively participated in the
discussions, providing insights into the center's current
challenges and opportunities for improvement.

During a pivotal moment in the meeting, all four
members unanimously voted to cover future light bills,
relieving the Wewahitchka Senior Citizen Center of
this expense burden. This decision underscores the
Commission's commitment to providing ongoing
financial support to the center and ensuring its
sustained operation without unnecessary financial
strain.

Discussions also highlighted the significance of the
Wewahitchka Senior Citizen Center as a vital
community asset, providing elders with a place to
socialize, enjoy each other's company, and participate
in various activities such as mahjong, puzzles, card
games, weekly bingo sessions, and exercise classes.
The center also offers nutritious lunches, contributing
to the overall well-being of its attendees.

Looking ahead, plans for additional repairs and
potential facility expansions were discussed. These
initiatives aim to enhance the center's services and
further enrich the lives of its patrons, underscoring its
role as a cornerstone of community care in
Wewahitchka.

As decisions continue to be made regarding the
Wewahitchka Senior Citizen Center's development, the
City Commission remains committed to supporting
senior citizens and ensuring that the center continues
to thrive as a hub for social engagement and
community support. Future meetings will continue to
address these issues with the goal of implementing
sustainable solutions for the benefit of all elders
involved. TW

Romans 1:16-17



BEES & BOTANICALS LLC

“From the Heart of the Hive”
(Beauty Products made with Tupelo Honey)
www.beesandbotanicals.com
Call LESLIE CANTU 863-781-1210
Beekeeper Steven Cantu
“Tupelo Honey & Other Various Honeys”
County Road 386 N. Wewa, Florida 32465

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BIBLICAL KNOWLEDGE,
HERE IS A GREAT YOUTUBE YOU WILL ENJOY:
MESSIAH:2030

I highly recommend it to watch and share. It was well done
and is based on a book written in 2002. Check it out!

CALL 911 in Case of All Emergencies

GULF CO. SHERIFF’S PSJ OFFICE................... (850) 227-1115
GULF CO. SHERIFF’S WEWA OFFICE............. (850) 639-5717
GULF CO. VAREP Lynn.........ccccoooviiiiiinnnnnns (850) 229-6125
AUTO DETAILING-Dakota Ake........cccceovveuenen (727) 916-1423
BAYSIDE FLORIST.......ocooiiiiiiiiiiiiieieee (850) 229-1111
BEE’S & BOTANICALLeslie. .....c.ccoeeeueneenee (863) 781-1210
BLUE-EYED GIRL HONEY SALES-Pam...... (850).628-9504
CHARLIE PETTIS PEST CONTROL.................. (850)381-2942
COMFORTER FUNERAL HOME....................... (850).227-1818
DOMINO’S PAINT & BODY.......ccccccccvviinnnnne (850) 340-0953
GASKIN-GRADDY INSURANCE .................... (850).639-5077
GRI BAY PROPERTIES-Kathe Jones................. (850) 247-9131
HARVELL’S RAGIN CAJUN.......cccoceoiiiinnee (850) 247-0575

HEAVEN SENT WEWA INC Janet ..................... (850) 294-7839
HIGHLAND FINANCE INS & RET-Micah....... (850)-359-5989

HIGHWAY 22 STORAGE-Betty......ccoccoceverenne (850) 227-8384

LARRY’S SHEDS-Jodi€......cccoovvvveiiiiiieeeieenen. (850) 522-9936
MAYHANN’S USED CARS—Chatrles................(850) 819-1136
MILLER’S HEATING & AIR-Jason.................. (850) 639-3319

NO NAME BOOK STORE........cccovvvviiirieens (850) 229-9277

RAMSEY’S OFFICE SUPPLY-David................ (850) 227-7468
TUPELO RADIO GROUP-Dudley Balmer .... (317)-379-1644
RISE-N-SHINE FARM-Sarah..........ccccccovvevennnen. (850-730-8689
SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER..........ccoovvviiinennn. (850)639-9910

SMILEY’S HONEY-Caroline.......c..ccccovveeveruenne. (850)-730-3404
SOUTHERN STYLES HAIR CARE................... (850) 381-6454

SUBWAY-MIKE...ccooiiioieeeeeee e (850) 639-4100
THE WEWA HISTORICAL Society—Ann............ (850) 867-5970
THE WEWA NEWS-Tom.........thewewanews2021@gmail.com
WEWA BUILDING SALES-Jodi Rustin.............. (850) 481-0855
WEWA CITY HALL.....oooooviiiiiieeeee e (850) 639-2605
WEWA LIBRARY-Joyelle........cccovvernnee (850) 639-2419
WEWA RV PARK-BODb.......ccooeevieeiiiiiieeeeece. (850) 639-5721

Contact us: thewewanews2021@gmail.com
Our website to see past issues and the latest as well:
Google: the.wewa.news

Kathe Jones

Broker/Owner
GRI Bay Properties Real Estate
Group, LLC
CALL (850) 247-9131 - pkrd@fairpoint.net
BUY OR SALE REAL ESTATE
COME JOIN US - BUSINESSES OR
INDIVIDUALS
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LOCAL BEEKEEPERS & HONEY

-, €3 £

<5<  SUPPLIERS
AWESOME BLOSSOM-Emily.......ccoovvvvvcerrne. (850)-819-3474
BEE WILD RAW HONEY ........coooiviiiiiieeecens (850)-447-0161
BIG RIVER HONEY-Leslie Cantu..................(850)-247-7176
BLUE EYED GIRL HONEY-Pam & Gary......... (850)-628-9504
DEAD LAKES APIARY-Cynde Aaron............... (850)-628-0745

HURRICANE HONEY-Buddy Nachtsheim........ (850)-814-0754
L.L. LANIER HONEY-Ben & Glynnis Lanier....(850)-639-2371
RISH TUPELO HONEY-James & Nathan.......... (850)-639-3645

RISE-N-SHINE FARM-Sarah........c.cococceeeieunnnen. (850-730-8689

SMILEY’S HONEY-Willie-.......ccccoeviiinnnninnnn. (850)-730-3404

SWEET LIPS HONEY-Daphney Glass................ (770)-842-9721

WEWA BEE & HONEY-Greg Skipper............... (850)-819-4458
LEGAL NOTICES

Copyright 2022 The Wewa News/Thomas William Wynn
Junior All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed without the
expressed consent of the above.

INFORMATIONAL NOTICES

The Wewa News is a locally owned and operated local newspaper,
created solely for the enjoyment of the people who live in the
Wewa area. Our purpose is to bring “Good News”’and “Whatever”
to our locals’ attention. I hope to bring back some joy and fun into
our lives again and bring us closer than ever before. Thank you to
those that support our efforts. The Wewa News operates in the
Private. Freedom of speech and of the Press are fundmental to our
effort of expression, as well as God given rights as men and
women on the land called Florida. The publishing of The Wewa
News will be a periodical as of 1 January 2024 until further notice.
We will notify the publicd via word of mouth and via Facebook
pages.

Up Coming Events and Other: Mark Your Calendars

The Local Bee Association meets at 6pm in the Gulf County
Extension Agents meeting room on the first Tuesday of each
month at 6pm, but is subject to change, we are growing fast.

The Friends of the Wewa Library’s meet at the Wewa Library
on the 2" Thursday of each month, 10:00 AM. Come early and
meet and greet with us in the conference room.

Wewahitchka Historical Society meets every month on the
Third Thursday at 6pm at the Presbyterian Church in Hwy 71.

City Hall Meetings: The city meetings are held on the last
Thursday of each month sharply at 6PM CT, unless posted
otherwise.

Please call our Sponsors and thank
them for this FREE newspaper, they
help make possible.

RN
SCL S

SPONSORS, Praise the Lord for you, a true blessing to
me, Wewa, and to our readership across the world.
Check out our new website: myWEWA.org
Created for you by my son Aaron Wynn


mailto:thewewanews2021@gmail.com
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/2/#inbox/FMfcgxwLtQWskmQqcSHktcvtdHgLWFssmailto:pkrd@fairpoint.net
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/2/#inbox/FMfcgxwLtQWskmQqcSHktcvtdHgLWFssmailto:pkrd@fairpoint.net
https://www.lltupelohoney.com/tel:8506392371

